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Modern Woodmen of America, and is well known in the local lodges of both organizations. A resident 

of Winneshiek county since his childhood, he is widely known within its borders, and the substantial 

qualities which he has displayed in his business and social relations have gained him a high place in the 

regard and good-will of his fellow citizens. 

 

 

 

 

KNUDT L. GRINDELAND. 

 

Knudt L. Grindeland is entitled to a place of distinction not only as one of the most substantial 

farmers of Highland township, Winneshiek county, but deserves especial mention for the services which 

he rendered his adopted country during the Civil war. Highland township has been his home ever since 

his childhood days and for thirty-five years he has been making his home on his two hundred acre farm, 

which he still cultivates. He was born May 3, 1846, in Norway. The father died in that country when his 

son, Knudt, was only four years of age and the mother subsequently came with her children to the 

United States, accompanied by her father, Halstine, and her brother Albert. Courageously she cast 

behind her associations and friendships to seek in a new land of greater opportunities a home for her 

family in which her children might more easily gain financial independence. However, it was not given 

her to witness even the beginning of the progress made by her family, for she died in Illinois only eight 

days after arriving in that state, the cause of her demise being cholera. Knudt L. Grindeland has therefore 

no recollection of either one of his parents. To them were born two children: Knudt L., of this review; 

and Caroline, the wife of Christian Leen, who resides in Canada. 

Knudt L. Grindeland and his sister were reared by the grandfather and an uncle. They remained in 

Illinois for about a year and then came to Winneshiek county, where they located in Highland township. 

Mr. Grindeland has ever since made his residence here. In 1863, on July 9, he enlisted with Company F 

of the Ninth Iowa Cavalry and served until the close of the war, being mustered out at Little Rock, 

Arkansas, with his company on February 3, 1866. He was with his regiment all the time and participated 

in all its engagements except during the time when they were stationed in Benton Barracks at St. Louis, 

at which time Mr. Grindeland was in the hospital. He enlisted under the name of Knudt L. Knudtson, 

but after he returned from the war he found so many Norwegians of that name in the neighborhood 

that he adopted as his family name that by which the home farm in Norway was known. Mr. Grindeland 

has followed agricultural pursuits during all his life and has resided on his present farm for about thirty-

five years. The farm now comprises two hundred acres. He had another farm of sixty-five acres, of which 

he has disposed. His lands are under high cultivation and all modern improvements can be found 

thereon. He engages in general farming, giving part of his attention to stock-raising. His son, Albert K., 

acquired by purchase eighty acres of land from our subject and he now also operates the home farm, 

relieving his father from the more arduous duties of active labor. 


